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AIR, WASTE AND TOXICS

JUL 27 2010 OFFICE OF

Mr. Eric Durrin

Controller

Bullseye Glass Company
3722 Southeast 21°' Avenue
Portland, Oregon 97202

Re: Applicability of 40 CFR Part 61 Subpart N to Manufacture of Glass in Periodic Furnaces

Dear Mr. Durrin:

This letter is in response to a request submitted via e-mail, dated April 6, 2009, for an
applicability determination of whether or not 40 CFR §61, National Emission Standards for
Inorganic Arsenic Emissions from Glass Manufacturing, (Subpart N) applies to the Bullseye
Glass Company’s (Bullseye Glass), manufacture of colored art glass. This facility is located in
Portland, Oregon. EPA has detcrmined that Subpart N applies to the Bullseye Glass Company’s
manufacture of colored art glass in pot furnaces as described below.

Bullseye Glass manufactures colored art glass. In your request, you stated that you use a
variety of furnaces to melt glass which you refer to as “pot” or “tank” furnaces. You state they
are small furnaces that have raw materials charged into them, and after cooking, you ladle glass
out of them. Your reported usage of arsenic trioxide is less than 2.5 tons/yr.

Applicability to Subpart N is stated at 40 CFR §61.160(a): “The source, to which this
subpart applies too, is each glass melting furnace that uses commercial arsenic as a raw material.
This subpart does not apply to pot furnaces.” (Emphasis added). Pot furnaces are defined in
Subpart N as “a glass melting furnace that contains one or more refractory vessels in which glass
is melted by indirect heating. The openings of the vessels are in the outside wall of the furnace
and are covered with refractory stoppers during melting.” The term “pot furnaces” is further
elaborated on in the preamble to the proposed rule in the Federal Register dated July 20, 1983, i
(48FR33153) “Because the glass is sealed off from the furnace atmosphere, no material from the
glass melt can escape from the furnace with the furnace exhaust. Therefore, pot furnaces, as
described here, would emit no arsenic emissions.”

Bullseye Glass provided further information including photographs and diagrams to EPA
by e-mail dated July 8, 2010. It is apparent from the photos, diagrams, and descriptions provided
by Bullseye Glass that the vessels used for melting glass are not sealed off from the furnace
atmosphere. 1t is possible for material from the glass melt to escape from the furnace with the
furnace exhaust. It is EPA’s conclusion that the furnaces used by Bullseye Glass at the Portland
facility do not meet the definition of “Pot Furnaces” as that term is defined for the purposes of
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40 CFR Part 61 Subpart N. Based on the use of commercial arsenic as a raw material in a glass
melting furnace, Bullseye Glass is subject to 40 CFR Part 61 Subpart N.

If you have any further questions or concerns, please contact Heather Valdez of the
Region 10 Office of Air, Waste and Toxics at (206) 553-6220.

Sincerely,

o -

Nancy Helm, Manager
Federal and Delegated Air Programs Unit

cc: Kathy Amidon
Air Permits and Compliance
ODEQ
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